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Abstract: As a trusted institution, the church needs to be proactive in advocating for the rights of the oppressed in the communities. The study 

recommends engagement of the church with policymakers including the government to work towards finding solutions to the recurring cases of 

ethnic conflict in the country. There was a need to address issues relating to electoral reforms, historical land injustices, and equitable 

distribution of resources, inclusivity and protection of human rights as a matter of priority for lasting peace, unity and stability among Kenyan 

communities. 
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Introduction 

The duty and privilege of proclaiming the good news of 

salvation through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ is not reserved 

solely for the priests, the missionaries and the evangelists. 

The presentation of the Gospel to a lost and dying world is the 

responsibility of every believer.1 Acts 1:8. 

In the divine programme of God, every Christian is expected 

to be a soul winner. Mark 1:17, Mark 16:15, Acts 1:8. 

Right from the beginning to the time of His ascension, Christ 

impressed upon His followers that they were to be soul-

winners, individually and collectively. See Acts 8:1-7, Act 

5:42, 17:2-72 Jesus in the Great Commission has instructed 

the disciples to witness to people; of all nations about Him. 

Matt. 28:19 & 20, Mk. 16:15 & 16. Just before His ascension 

to heaven, Jesus reiterated this commission, but they were to 

wait for the Holy Spirit. “When the Holy Spirit has come 

upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me.” Acts 1:8. Thus 

witnessing is a very important task or assignment for the 

Christians.  The Holy Spirit has an intimate connection with 

the gospel message.  The Spirit empowers and impels the 

Christian mission. This is vividly portrayed in Acts, where the 

coming of the Spirit is associated with the beginning of the 

post-Easter proclamation of the gospel, (Acts 2) with its 

infusion power, (Acts 4:8, 31, 6:10, 8:29, 10; 44) and with the 

directing of Peter, Paul and Barnabas at key points. Acts 

10:19-20, 11; 12, 13:2-5, 16; 6-10.”3 

“The Spirit is not only the power of God convincing believers 

of the gospel, not only promoting its preaching, but the Spirit 

is the power of new creation (those who have come to faith in 

Christ”)4 And this is the Christian mission. 

Mission is from the Latin word “mission” which means 

“sending.” Jesus was on a mission to save the world. He said 

to His parent “Did you not know that I must be about My 

Father’s business?” Luke 2:49. And to the disciples, He said 

“As the Father has sent Me, I also send you.” John 20:21. The 

mission is to reconcile people to God. (2 Cor. 5; 18-19). And 

so, the Christian has been sent to speak for Christ. (2 Cor. 

2:20). Preaching the good news is the mission of every 

Christian. He is sent into the world to fulfill this definite and 

defined task. It is a marching order; it is the King’s business. 

The most important ideas used by Jesus in connection with 

His mission is the theme of the Kingdom of God. The mission 

of the church continues the mission of Jesus, and the Gospels 

were written primarily to help missionaries in their witness to 

Him. Therefore, Christian today should make the Kingdom 

the most important theme of their mission.5 

Jesus put the mission across to us in five different ways; Matt. 

28: 19-20, Mk. 16:15-18, Luke 24:47, John 20:21, Acts 1:8. 

The appointed task is in two folds. First, it is fundamentally 

the work of worldwide witness, disciple-making and church 

planting, Matt. 24:14, 28:19-20, Mk. 13:10, Luke 24:47-48. 

Jesus Christ is to be pronounced everywhere as God 

incarnate, Lord and Saviour, and God’s authoritative 

invitation to find life (through turning to Christ in repentance 

and faith). Matt. 22:1-10, (Lk. 14:16-24, is to be delivered to 

all mankind. Second, every Christian is called to practice 

needs of mercy and compassion, respond to human needs as 

they present themselves. Lk. 10:25-27, Rom. 12:20-21. 

Compassion led Jesus to heal the sick, feed the hungry and 

teach the ignorant, (Matt. 9:36, 15:32, 20:24), and those who 

are new creatures in Christ must be similarly compassionate.6 

God has important work for the Christian to do for Him, but it 

must be done by the power of the Holy Spirit. We often like 

to get on with the job even if it means running ahead of God. 

The great commission to witness to people of all nations is for 

all born-again believers to carry the Gospel to the ends of the 

earth. Matt. 28:18-20. Acts 1:8 describes a series of ever-

widening circles; the gospel was to spread geographically 

from Jerusalem, into Judea and Samaria and finally to the 

whole world. The gospel has not reached its final destination 

if someone in the Christian’s family, his work place, his 

school or his community, has not heard about Jesus Christ. 
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The Christian need to contribute in some way to the ever-

widening circle of God’s loving message. Apostle Paul 

reminded the Corinthians that they were to be ambassadors 

for Christ. (2 Cor. 5:20a). An ambassador is a higher-ranking 

minister of state, often a member of royalty or nobility, sent to 

a foreign country to represent his sovereign on official 

business. But ambassadorship exists in the spiritual realm as 

the temporal realm. Like earthly ambassador, a Christian does 

not appoint himself. He is appointed by Jesus Christ our 

savior, the King of kings and Lord of Lords, to represent Him 

on earth while He is seated at the right hand of God the Father 

Col. 3:1. As children of God by faith in Christ Jesus, we are 

born again into a high and noble position. Eph. 2:19b. 

As the heavenly King’s personal representatives on earth, 

each Christian is in full time service, regardless of his human 

vocation or profession. He does not act in his own interest but 

in the interest of our Lord. Like ambassador to a foreign 

country, he receives his instruction in written form, the 

scriptures. Every provision is made for him by our sovereign. 

Yet his effectiveness as ambassador depends upon 

understanding of his mission. He must remain on duty until 

the Lord recalls him. Witnessing is the extension of the 

believer’s ambassadorship. Ambassadorship requires proper 

motivation, preparation and knowledge.7 

The great commission is the doctrine of Christ, and the 

following elements could be noticed as He gave the 

commission in Matt. 28:18-20, 9:36, Mark 12:10, 16:15. 

 Go with my power, Matt. 28:18 

 Go with my programme. Matt. 28:19, Col. 1:28 

 Go with my presence. Matt. 28:20, Jn. 14:26, 16:7-11. 

 No geographical restriction Mk. 16:15 

 No class restriction – To every creature – Mk. 16:15. 

 No racial restriction – Matt. 28:19, Acts. 1:8 

 No delay – Any further delay will cause more waste. The 

harvest is ripe. Matt. 9:37.8 

 

Jesus promised the disciples that they would receive power to 

witness after they received the Holy Spirit. I want us to notice 

the progression. 

 The Holy Spirit would come upon them 

 They would receive power 

 They would witness with extraordinary results. 

 

The Christian often tries reversing the order and witness by 

his own power and authority. Power from the Holy Spirit is 

not limited to strength beyond the ordinary. The power 

involves courage, boldness, confidence, insight, ability and 

authority. All these are needed to fulfill the mission. The 

impetus for witnessing by the life and lips is stated by Paul in 

1 Thess. 1:4-5. Believers are the agents of witnessing, but the 

power for witnessing and the convincing of the unbeliever 

come from the Holy Spirit. John 166:7-11. 

If a Christian wants to be an effective witness, he must 

witness in the power of the Holy Spirit and he must 

understand his subject – the gospel of Jesus Christ. He does 

not need to understand the whole realm of doctrine to tell 

others of God’s plan for salvation. But he must be able to 

delineate grace and faith, which Christ is, what His work on 

the cross accomplished, and general knowledge of His plan 

after salvation. Most importantly, he needs to be aware of the 

point where his responsibility ends and the convincing 

ministry of the Holy Spirit to the unbeliever begins.9 

The work of the Holy Spirit in the mission of the church is an 

important subject of the present dispensation of the church 

now that the church pays more attention to evangelism. The 

gospel must be preached in the power of the Holy Spirit, the 

converts must be disciple to walk with God through the help 

of the Holy Spirit. If the Christian religious experience will 

not be a shadow in the next few decades, the Church must 

return to teaching about the Holy Spirit and He must be 

restored to His rightful place.10 

The Hebrew word for “Spirit” is “Ruach” which means 

“wind” in the sense of “storm-wind.” It also means “breath” 

in the sense of forceful breathing, as in passion. It also has the 

idea of invisible power in action.11 “Various symbols are used 

to present the Holy Spirit in the scripture e.g. dove (Mark 

1:10), which symbolizes peace and reconciliation, whirlwind 

(Acts 2), which symbolizes peace and reconciliation, 

whirlwind (Act2), which symbolizes strength and tongues of 

fire (Acts 2:1-4), which symbolizes the ecstasy of 

believers.”12
 The Holy Spirit is the third person of the Trinity, 

Matt 28:19, proceeding from the Father and the Son, Jn. 

15:26. He is a person as much as the Father and the Son; he is 

equal with the Father and the Son. He possesses all the 

attributes of the Father and the Son.13 the Holy Spirit is the 

promised gift of God. He is described metaphorically in terms 

which reflect His activity as a wind or breath and a river or 

fountain. He is a guide, the comforter and the seal of God’s 

ownership on those who believe, as well as the guarantee of 

believer’s future inheritance.”14 Throughout the scripture, the 

Spirit is revealed as a person with individuality all His own (2 

Cor. 3:17-18; Heb. 9:14; 1 Pet. 1:2). He is a divine person like 

the Father and the Son. Thus we may never think of the Holy 

Spirit as a mere influence or power. He has personal 

characteristics, for he thinks (Rom. 8:27), and has the capacity 

to love and to enjoy fellowship.”15 

The doctrine of the Holy Spirit is one of the most neglected in 

the history of the Church for a number of reasons. 

 The work of the Holy Spirit is to glorify Jesus Christ and 

to declare Him as Lord. This means that the more 

successful He is the objective of consideration, hence the 

early Church’s confusion of Logos and the Holy spirit.  

 The Holy Spirit’s work is so close to our own mental 

experience that we tend to be unaware of Him in the 

same way that we tend to be unaware of our own eyes 

and ears. In other words, we tend to take the Holy Spirit 

for granted. 

 The work of the Holy Spirit is closely connected with the 

human psychological make-up, which often makes it 

difficult to deal with precise terms.16 

 

Nevertheless and in spite of its neglect, the doctrine of the 

Holy Spirit is particularly important for some reasons: 

 It has special value in cases of distortion or deficiency of 

Christian experience in that the Holy Spirit enables us to 

focus and see clearly. 

 The Christian Church was brought into being by an act of 

the Holy Spirit and so an understanding of Him will help 

the Christian understanding of the church. 

 The Holy Spirit is most needed when faith is most 

difficult to come by spiritual awakenings are most 

frequently accompanied by fresh insight into the person 

and work of the Holy Spirit. 

 A proper understanding of the Holy Spirit’s activities is a 

valuable guard against fanaticism. 

 The person of the Holy Spirit is an essential element of 

the Trinity and hence the doctrine is correspondingly 

essential.17 
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The Holy Spirit performed one of His greatest and far-

reaching works at Pentecost. (Acts 2:1-4)” 

It was a fulfillment of Prophet Joel’s words about the 

outpouring of the Holy Spirit in Joel 2:28-29, and John the 

Baptist’s words about the Holy Spirit’s baptizing with fire in 

Luke 3:16. Fire came down on many believers, symbolizing 

that God’s presence is now available to all who believe in 

Him18 and the ministry of the Holy Spirit became universal. 

As soon as a person accept Jesus Christ as his Lord and 

Saviour, the Holy Spirit immediately starts to effect a five-

fold work in him as follows. 

 He regenerates the believing sinners. Titus 3:5, John 3:3-

7 

 He baptizes the believing sinners. 1 Cor. 12:13, Gal. 3:27 

 He indwells the believing sinners. John 14:16-20, 1 Cor. 

2:12, 1 Cor. 3:16, Rom.8:9-11. 

 He seals the believing sinners. 2 Cor. 1:22, Eph. 1:13. 

 He fills the believing sinners. Act 2:4. 

 

There is a difference between the indwelling and filling of the 

Holy Spirit. Paul clearly described the indwelling of the Holy 

Spirit in Romance 8:9-11. He explains that Christian has the 

Spirit of God living in him. That is, he has sincerely trusted 

Christ for his salvation and acknowledged Him as Lord, and 

the Holy Spirit has come into his life. “All believers from the 

moment of their spiritual birth and faith in Jesus Christ has 

the Holy Spirit living in them (cf. 1 Cor. 3:16; 6:19-20; Eph. 

1:13-14). Not all believers, however, are baptized in the Holy 

Spirit. The indwelling presence of the Spirit is an empowering 

experience and related to initiation into the charismatic gift 

(see Acts 1:8; 8:17; 19:6).19 The Holy Spirit coming to 

indwell the Christian is the ultimate evidence that he has 

received eternal life through Jesus Christ. If the Christian does 

not have the Holy Spirit, he does not have Christ. To know 

Christ is to enjoy the blessing of the indwelling Holy Spirit. 

The filling of the Holy Spirit is very different from the 

indwelling of the Holy Spirit, but it flows from it. Paul 

explained this in Eph. 5:18. He tries to negate beinmg filled 

with wine which is drunkenness with being filled with the 

Holy Spirit with the Holy Spirit. The filling of the Holy 

speaks of His control and influence in a Christian’s life. As 

the influence of alcohol has control over people for evil, so 

the Holy Spirit’s presence has influence and control over 

believers for good when they surrender their will to Him. “Be 

filled with the Spirit” of Eph. 5:18, carries the meaning in 

Greek of repeatedly being filled.” God’s children must 

experience constant renewal by repeatedly being filled with 

the Holy Spirit.”20 if the Holy Spirit were not indwelling the 

Christian, He could not continually fill him with Hi 

controlling power. Although indwelling is permanent, and 

filling must be maintained moment-by-moment, they are still 

connected by the reality of the presence of the Holy Spirit in 

the Christian life. The filling does not mean the Christian gets 

more of the Holy Spirit, but rather the Holy Spirit gets more 

of the Christian. 

The coming of the Holy Spirit is directly attached to the 

empowering of believers. “You shall receive power when the 

Holy Spirit has come upon you.” (Acts 1:8). The word power 

used by Jesus in this passage is the Greek word “dunamis.” It 

is defined variously as “strength, power or ability.” 

Specifically, it refers to “inherent power, power, power 

residing in a thing by virtue of its nature, or which a person or 

thing exerts and puts forth.” The spiritual power is not 

inherent to the believer, however, but inherent to the person of 

the Holy Spirit who resides within the believer.21  

The Holy Spirit expresses His power in the life of the 

Christian at least in three ways; 

First, He provides for the Christian things that human effort, 

human religion and human righteousness could never achieve.  

Second, He give special abilities (Spiritual gifts) to believers 

“for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for 

the edifying of the body of Christ.” Eph. 4:12. Third, He gives 

power for witness. This is of course specifically what is in 

view in Acts 1:8. 

Paul makes it clear that success in witnessing depends on the 

power of the Holy Spirit. 1 Cor. 2:4 “The content of Paul’s 

preaching was not according to the lates human “wisdom,” 

either in the world or the Church. Instead he concentrated 

upon the central truth of the gospel and upon the power of the 

Holy Spirit. He was well aware of his human limitations, his 

personal inadequacy, and his inner fear and trembling. 

Consequently, he relied not upon himself but upon his 

message and upon the Holy Spirit. This resulted in a greater 

demonstration of the Spirit’s. this resulted in a greater 

demonstration of the Spirit’s work and power.”22 Paul again 

makes this same assertion in his first epistle to the 

Thessalonians. 1 Thess. 1:5. Actually, there is no part of 

genuine Christian life that can succeed without the Holy 

Spirit. But as we are specifically considering His roles in the 

mission of the Christian which is evangelism, we shall 

mention twelve major ways in which He operates in the 

Christians for successful mission as highlighted in paper 

edited by A. O. Nkwoka et al.23 

 He empowers the Christian. 

 He gives boldness in the face of danger. 

 He gives the anointing that breaks the yoke. 

 He is the director of evangelism. 

 He is the author of conviction and conversion. 

 He gives the fruit of the Spirit which is the driving force 

in evangelism. 

 He gives the gifts of the Spirit which is a facilitating 

power that goes a long way to boost evangelism. 

 He is the source of effective prayers. 

 He helps in withstanding naked satanic opposition. 

 He sanctifies the Christians. 

 He puts the seal of God on the Christians. 

 

Conclusion  

It is refreshing to be reminded that only by the power of the 

Holy Spirit can true evangelism be accomplished and the 

mission of the church to the world with the Gospel is 

performed. 

Roland Allen remarked, “The coming of the Holy Spirit at 

Pentecost was the coming of a missionary Spirit.”24 After our 

Lord gave the command to “Go” to His disciples, He then 

said “Wait.” Lk. 24:49 they could not move until they had 

received the Holy Spirit. The work of the Holy Spirit is 

essential to the task of missions.25 He is responsible in the 

final analysis, for its success or failure. In Him all evangelical 

missions claim to find their source of wisdom and strength. 

He is the only one who has the authority to plan an overall 

strategy of missions and the power to implement it.26 

Let me end here by reiterating that the role of the Holy Spirit 

on the Christian Mission cannot be over-emphasized. A 

Christian can only be effective and successful in his mission 

which the Lord has committed into his hand only if he is spirit 

filled 
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