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Abstract: This study titled “History, Humanities, Sciences and the Quest for Prospect to the Challenges of the 21st Century” explores and 
strongly argues that a very large number of students and scholars outside the orbit of Historical studies have wrong perceptions against History 
as an academic course of study. To some of such people, History is no more but an area of specialization concerned with the past episodes that 
could only be recalled when the need arises. For others, such a past is even forgettable, and as a result being held in low esteem. It is against 
these negative and unintellectual developments, the paper seeks to address the validity of Historical scholarship to political, economic, social, 

religious and academic life of any given scholar regardless of his/her area of specialization and the humanity at large. The study identifies that 
people’s perception of this nature is destructive, illogical, morally and academically unsound, for it generates distortion, intellectual 
contradiction, sentiments and failure to rise to the responsibility by students and scholars of different disciplines. Furthermore, it implores the 
general reading public to properly understand the justification solidly behind Historical studies, its position in the academic or International 
Academic Market and relationships with other disciplines including Behavioral, Humanities, Languages and Pure Sciences to state but a few. 
The study has to a large extent been able to exhibit the role being played by History and Historians in Nation Building Projects. At the tail end, 
the paper outlines some major challenges facing Historical studies in the 21st Century and suggests possible ways forward. 
 
Key words: History, Humanities, Sciences, Relevance, Challenges, 21st, Century. 

 
Introduction 

For a proper understanding  of the central focus of the paper, 

it is interesting to note that this is an attempt to show the 

importance of Historical Scholarship to the economic, 

political, religious, social and academic life in general of any 

given Human society. The study highlights the academic 

position and relevance of History with Humanities and 
Natural Sciences which later came to be known as Pure 

Sciences. It is consequent upon the understanding of the 

validity of Historical Studies to Humanity that made a scholar 

in person of P.J. Shea to state that “ Every person has a 

History, the more and the better we understand all these 

Histories, the better we shall all be” He views it this way 

peace, unity, progress and nation building in particular may 

best be achieved under the pretext of Historical awareness 

which deals with the conscious of the event that happens 

around us. It should further be understood that there is History 

behind every living and non-living organisms. 

Furthermore, this study of ours draws into light to note that 
the role and functions of a Historian cannot be neglected since 

it has been established at the back of his intellectual mind that 

the quality of life will be the function of Historical writings, 

data collection, critical evaluation, interpretation and 

reconstruction into reality for the well- being of man and his 

immediate globe. The overriding concern of the paper is the 

examination of the concepts of History, Historiography, 

academic position and relevance of History as a course of 

study and has in the tail end pointed out some major problems 

confronting the study of History in the 21st Century for 

solution to be proffered. 

 

Clarification of Interwoven Terms 

Many definitions have been put forward aimed at explaining 

the concept of History as an academic course of study. Some 

people view it as a branch of knowledge that deals with the 

past. Others defined History as a transformation of society in 

time and space. But the academic definitions differently 

presented by well-grounded scholars including Y.B. Usman, 

K.O. Dike and P.J. Shea have both made us to argue that 

History is a parasite and holistic course of study. For instance, 

Y.B. Usman defines History as all about the totality of human 

existence overtime. P.J Shea views it as all about causality, 

effect, change, fact and evidence. To M.D. Suleiman, it is all 

about activities of man in time perspective, i.e what was done, 

being done and would be done. In other words, the past, 

present and the future. To an Arab Historian named 

Ziauddeen Sardar. 

To justify the study of History is to understand History as the 
sum of happenings, the totality of human experiences, as a 

way in which facts are selected, verified, described and 

analyzed. It also involves the selection of facts, the words, the 

styles, the accents, the imposed logic, the foot notes; all bear 

the impress of the individual Historian and his milieu and are 

combined to promote a particular image of the past. 

Similarly, it should be understood that in History there are 

many areas of specialization such as Political History, 

Economic History, Social History, Military History, 

Intellectual History and Urban History to mention just a few. 
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Meaning Of The Concept Of History 

Study of the evolution of what people refer to as ‘History’, as 

Historians are always curious about the past chains of events 

and developments with a view to making their readers grasp 

over the past happenings and the forces behind it, as well as 

the consequences. This showed the significance of 
Historiography in the study of History 

 

The Term Historiography 

The concept of Historiography to scholar in person Afigbo 

means “the Science of writing History”. Erim in his Studies 

states that Historiography is a discipline that deals with the 

methods of writing History and techniques of Historical 

research, interpretation and reconstruction. To Dike and 

Ajayi. Historiography involves the discovery and critical 

assessment of Historical sources followed by the 

reconstruction and description of the past happenings on the 

basis of facts, figures and to a large extent involves to 
allocate, conscientize the society or even assist in influencing 

aspects of contemporary public opinion, action or policy and 

the reflection on trends and the pattern of Historical write-ups. 

 

Analysis In Historiography 

This is all about a process of producing History we read in 

books. It is important to note that Historians must have their 

ideas by interacting with relevant and genuine source 

materials prior to setting narrations. Analysis in 

Historiography is divided into three viz; 

 

Macro Analysis 

This consists of individual peace of work as a whole 

examining all relevant documents in writing History aimed at 

widening scope of the reader 

 

Micro Analysis 

This is done with a view to refining Historical data for a better 

understanding and reconstruction of the past happenings; 

which have been distorted in stories 

 

Structural Analysis 

This has to do with the footnotes, quotations found in the 
books. 

 

Collection Of Data In Historiography 

Scholars who devoted their times to Historiography are 

regarded as Historians and they acquire their data in writing 

History through:- 

 Reading and analyzing what others have written in the 

first place. 

 By giving proper attention to archaeological remains such 

as structures, buildings, tools, pots, utensils, and other 

appropriate sources of History, among others include; 

 Oral tradition, linguistics and so forth. 

 

The Distinctions And Relationships Between History, 

Humanities, Sciences And History As A Process 

History as an academic course of study should be understood 

as a process which involves interaction between man and 

man,  man  and his environment, man and the cosmic world 

ever since the emergence of Human societies which is 

unfolding and has a time dimension. History as a process can 

be seen as the conscious attempt to systematically study the 

process of event through the aid of sources. With this, it can 
be justified that the overriding concern of History is to justify 

human curiosity and to provide the society with the 

opportunity to identify itself better in respect of the past 

events, societies and cultures. The most positive role of 

History can be located in the field of reconstruction of record 

of the activities of man on earth, his religion, politics, 

economic, long established inter-group relations, commercial 
contacts and so forth.  Similarly, History also concerned with 

the study and reconstruction of the History of how and why 

change in the past for the conscious transformation of the 

present in order to secure a meaningful future, moreover 

conceptualized as the study of change for change.  
Past Historical researches conducted had proved that 
Thucyde’s account of his methods and purpose of writing 
History had both impressed even scholars outside the study of 
History. He had shown enormous pains in collecting and 
collating his evidence and had in general added the result so 
far from commending his work to the casual reader many 
proved positively distasteful to him. What also motivate 
people until today to show interest in Historical Studies is his 
precise and comprehensive methods of justification. To him 
“truths” so established cannot be as showy as fiction, but 
rather represents a solid gain to humanity for all time i.e past, 
present and future. Other scholars, including D.W. Robertson 
and J. Higharm justified that the study of History enriches 
human experience, develops power of thinking and also 
generates new ideas that academically help in the rapid 
growth and development of intellectualism. Furthermore, the 
relationships of History with linguistic as academic course of 
study can be exemplified with the properly reconstructed and 
documented History of Greenbarg’s Classification of African 
Languages which exactly indicates the early tribal 
relationship established among African languages, among 
others include Kwa-Sub Group,  Congo- Kordofanian and 
Nilo Saharan. The tremendous role of Historical Studies in 
nation-building cannot be neglected, Ibn –Khaldun in 
particular opines that the inevitability of change in the society 
involving the rise and fall of great Empires, after attaining 
their full-life circle. This indicates that the only thing that is 
permanent in History is change and such changes can be 
gradual, rapid or revolutionary. 
The major areas to locate the long established relationships of 

History with some Social Science courses or Humanities, 

such as Geography, Religious Studies, Linguistic, Sociology , 

Political Science, Economics and Anthropology is under 

Historical Studies. They both serve as sources of generating 

data, for instance it has been righty observed that, History, 

Archeology and Geography are interwoven.  The word ‘Geo’ 
from the Greek means “earth” graphics” to write) 

Geography helps a Historian to relate man with his immediate 

environment for it supplies information regarding the patterns 

of settlement, economic development, rain, vegetation, wind 

and topography serve  as  sources of Historical data 

collection, for it involves a way in which ideas and emotions 

are communicated. It should be borne in mind that oral 

sources/ traditions, it is a testimony transmitted verbally from 

one generations to another, In view of the above, it can be 

understood that the above examined points highlight the 

distinction and long established relationships between 
History, Humanities, Sciences, and History as a process and 

the study has further examined the basic relationships that 

constitute History as a process and multi-faceted type of 

discipline. 

 

Expected Gestures And Qualities Of A Good Historian 

In the first instance, for a better understanding of the duties, 

termed as task ahead of a Historian. It is important to note that 
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History has this as technique  of Historical writings   History 

does not accept any misapplication of Historical procedures 

governing the conduct of research and documentation aimed 

at avoiding contra-factuality, distortion and intellectual 

contradiction among scholars.  In view of the above, it can be 

argued that it is not the practice for a Historian to speculate or 
predict about the future, for such action borders on the realm 

of idealism or phantasmagoria. 

 Historian should be free of bias, sentiment and be found a 

true loving one. 

 Credibility, honesty, integrity and nation building-project 

should be part and parcel of his academic life. 

 Should be versatile, committed, punctual and attentive to 

his academic career for the satisfaction of his long term 

intellectual commitments. 

 Should develop a habit of constructive  criticisms  and in-

depth research and 

 Should always apply and adopt multi-disciplinary 

approach,  while conducting a research 

 

Is History A Science Or An Art? 

This is an attempt to show the relationships of History with 

Scientific courses. The common conception of Science 

involves the motion of accurate formulae known as natural 

laws giving accurate results derivable from these principles. 

This may be seen as something that entails the criticism that 

as human action is infinitely variable, no certain result can be 

contained in a study established upon it. This theory seeks to 

restrict History to narrative and reject any attempt to identify 
any principle behind the drama. In pure Sciences, Scientists 

are aware of the limitations of their invariable laws and the 

defects of their methods and if they were to exclude History 

from the Sciences, they would probably base their exclusion 

upon the statement that the laws of human conduct are so 

imperfectly known that the method employed in discussing 

them must be widely different from that they are accustomed 

to employ. 

The intellectual argument that is History a Science, an Art or 

both? This can best be approached by regarding the discipline 

as an inverse Science as far as the perceptions of some people 
is concerned. This is because the students and scholars of this 

discipline are employed to analyze, interpret and reconstruct 

objectively from what they know and see before them. In the 

inverse Sciences problems are capable of having many 

solutions and the selection of the correct answer from 

multitude number of answers is at once the difficulty and the 

delight of the Historians. It should be noted that the possible 

solution in History is indefinite, the selection of the most 

acceptable one is the peculiar task to which he dooms himself 

this is because History is an hypothesis to account for the 

existence of facts as exist. The basic relationships of History 
with Science, Philosophy, Religious Studies and other 

Scientific disciplines can best be understood through 

Historical investigations. For example, to some people the 

relationship between matter and being is purely Scientific, 

others hold that it is a two way traffic. In view of this, it is 

justifiable to state that in the 17th Century there were only 

these courses found in operation namely, History, Geometry 

and Natural Sciences and others were not taking right shape 

until 18th century. Studies have shown that it was consequent 

upon the intellectual role of Historians and Historical 

scholarship that people came to understand the fact that Greek 

Civilizations was succeeded by the Romans civilization. The 
Roman had more interest in the state, administration, law and 

physical fitness than in creative intellectual work. 

Furthermore, it was the Muslim Arabs, Persian and the like 

that kept the light of knowledge burning during the dark ages, 

words of Arabic origin include alcohol (al-kohl) alkali (al-

qaly) realgar, tak tartar, camphor, sulphur   and sugar all used 

in Chemistry and Algebra (al-jabr), Algorithm (al-kwarizmi) 
in Mathematics. This introduces us to the understanding of the 

intellectual role played by famous Muslim Scientists 

including Abu Musa al-kwarizmi and Omar bin Khayyum 

(Mathematician) Abu Musa Jabir Ibn Hiayam ( Chemistry) 

Ibn Yunus (Astronomy) Abubakar al-Razi and Ibn Sina 

(Avicena), (Medicine) and Ibn Haithan (Physics). With this 

concrete Historical evidences, it is therefore quite convincing 

to argue that without Historical research, interpretation and 

reconstruction, the constructive efforts of these founding 

fathers or authorities could not easily be discovered and 

understood. 

 

History As A Science Or An Art/ Fundamental 

Relationship 

History as a discipline has relationship with other areas of 

studies e.g. Social Sciences in general. 

 They are all concerned with the studies of mankind/ man 

and society 

 They rely on facts, figures, ideas and genuine data to 

identify human problems for solution. 

 They both concern with structures. 

 They both concern with common contents of the study as 

each its different content deals with for analysis and 
understanding. 

 Both have something to relate with the activities of man 

on earth and lastly 

 Science tries to penetrate into a particular phenomenon 

for reality to be found. 

 

The Role Of History In Nation-Building 

Here, we can make a reference to the role being played in 

solving Indigene Settler- Dichotomy. This is one of the major 

problems that represent a significant dimension of the 

National Question in Nigeria. Attention should seriously be 
drawn to these problems as regards to the current waves of 

conflict processes and undue savagery. These conflicts have 

destroyed many of our urban centres, towns and cities 

particularly in Northern Nigerian Area. Some of the latest 

cases include the Plateau/Jos 2001 Religious crisis, Kaduna 

Religious crisis, the Asaba Ogoni and Niger Delta crises to 

mention just a few. These crises had necessitated Historical 

scholars such as Y.B. Usman,  Kenneth Dike and C.N. Uba to 

have themselves fully engaged and committed in 

understanding the basic needs, aspirations, goals and 

objectives of the affected societies for solution under the 
pretext of Historical Studies 

 

Major Challenges Of The 21st Century Confronting 

Historical Scholarship; A Way Forward 

 For most of the World’s History except for the very 

privilege the biggest problem has been that of survival. 

Now most of the people who live in economically 

advanced countries can confidently expect to survive and 

to have a basic minimum comfort and security. This is 

fundamentally because since the mid-18th Century, the 

momentum of economic change has increased in many 

countries and the kind of advance which might formally 
have taken thousand years to accomplish has been 
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achieved in a matter of decades. 

 Nonchalant attitude of the Nigerian Authorities 

 Lack of proper moral and financial motivations to 

encourage Historical research, writings and Studies 

 Lack of modern facilities to support the custody/keeping 

of archival materials, archeological artifacts and other 
Historical records. 

 Historical Monuments and Centers such as National 

Archives Kaduna, Ibadan and Enugu as well as State 

History and Culture Bureaus, most of them do not receive 

proper attention. 

 Sentiments, bias and prejudice should be wiped-out in 

Historical writings for the avoidance of distortion and 

intellectual contradiction. 

 

Conclusion 

Conclusively, the study has been able to examine the concepts 
of History, Historiography, the expected functions and good 

qualities of a Historian. Furthermore, the academic position, 

relevance to the society and basic relationships of History as a 

discipline and a process, with non- Scientific and Pure 

Scientific disciplines were also examined and drawn into light 

for a better understanding of the origin,  growth and 

development of academic disciplines. The study has finally 

addressed some of the problems confronting the study of 

History in the 21st Century and possible ways forward were 

also suggested for an administrative action through policy 

implementation and deliberation. 

 

Recommendations 

The study strongly recommends the following as solution to 

the problems confronting Historical Studies in modern 

Nigeria. 

 The Nigerian government should endeavor to tackle the 

problem of nonchalant attitude of the authorities. 

 The knowledge being imparted under Historical Studies 

should be documented, and utilized for the well-being, 

betterment, unity and progress of Nigerian State and 

society. 

 Historical Studies at whatever level of education, even at 
subsidiary level in Nigerian Higher Institutions of 

Learning should be encouraged and promoted. For 

example, until today in the United States of America, 

regardless of the area of study one undergoes must study 

Civic History to enable him to understand American 

People and Culture. 

 Finally, both the Historical Studies and Historians should 

financially  and morally be supported for the satisfaction 

of their long term intellectual commitments and there is a 

need for all the three tiers of Government i.e, Local 

Government, State and Federal Government to seriously 
rise to the responsibility ahead of them for the targeted 

academic goals to be achieved                                                
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